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the site of an outbreak. 


The state Department of 
Health and Human Services 
reported on its website 23 cases 


in the state, an increase of eight 


© © @ from the 15 reported on Friday, 
= The (Raleigh) News & Observer 
reported. That was before the 


Mecklenburg case. 
All but one of the cases are 
termed “presumptive positive.” 


disease caused by the new coro- third person was tested at a in North Carolina of people That means the Centers for 
A AAND T REON Rii navirus. local facility but lives in Cabar- testing positive for COVID-19. Disease Control and Prevention 
. In the case reported Saturday, rus County, officials said previ- On Saturday, Gov. Roy Coop- will run second tests to confirm 
llindstrom@charlotteobserver.com A 
; the person recently traveled ously. er banned gatherings of more the results, The News & Obser- 
Jmirusak@charlotteobsérver:om from the United Kingdom and is “I would emphasize that at than 100 people and ordered ver reported. 
khi @newsobserver:com self-isolating at home, Mecklen- this point in time we do not schools closed Monday for at Also on Saturday, Craven 
News Saturday that Mecklen- burg health officials said. The have any evidence that commu- least two weeks. County’s Public Health Depart- 
burg County health officials person’s family members are nity spread is occurring here,” North Carolina’s first case ment announced that a man 
identified a new case of CO- quarantined, officials said. Mecklenburg County Health was announced March 3 as a who had returned from trav- 
VID-19 capped a week of tur- The case was the second ofa Director Gibbie Harris saidina | Wake County man who was eling internationally had tested 
moil and disruption from con- Mecklenburg County resident statement. exposed at a long-term care 
cerns over the spread of the testing positive for the virus. A The case was at least the 24th facility in Kirkland, Washington, SEE 2ND CASE, 4A 


Feds okay 
Catawba 
casino in 
Kings 
Mountain 


BY JIM MORRILL 
jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 


The Catawba Indians have 
won federal approval to open 
a $273 million casino com- 
plex in Cleveland County, a 
move that would bring Ve- 
gas-style gambling within 35 
miles of Charlotte. 

On Thursday the U.S. De- 
partment of the Interior told 
officials of the South Car- 
olina-based tribe that they’ve 
agreed to put 16 acres near 
Interstate 85 in Kings Moun- 
tain in trust, a designation 
that gives it the right to de- 
velop a casino and resort. 

“It’s a righting of a wrong,” 
Catawba Chief William Har- 
ris told a Friday news confer- 
ence in Kings Mountain. “We 
have now regained what once 
belonged to us.” 

But the Eastern Band of 


"LAUREN LINDSTROM Charlotte Observer the Cherokees, which has 
Loaves & Fishes volunteers Shaymica Coffey, left, and Patricia Massey fill bags Saturday for food pantry clients. The food pantry is modifying operated its own casino in 
its procedures, including having volunteers wear gloves and deliver bags right to clients’ vehicles, to take precautions against COVID-19. western North Carolina since 


1997, promised to fight the 
decision in court. 


° ° burg Schools announced late “The federal government 
Age ncie S ta e C Oro navirus Friday it would start spring break has no right or authority to 
early, parents must now scramble create a new reservation for 
° ° ° e to find child care, another un- the Catawba Nation across 
pre C autions In S e rving ne e 1e st expected expense. state lines, into Cherokee 
These disruption are inconve- historical territory, just to build 
nient for many but can be cata- a casino,” Chief Richard 
changes to reduce health risks paid time off and sick leave for strophic for people living pay- Sneed said in a statement. 
ae ONG AND and ease financial burdens. surgery. check to paycheck, groups say. “This decision creates a dan- 
; Loaves & Fishes, which Older adults and those with Tina Postel, the Loaves & gerous precedent for all feder- 
llindstrom@charlotteobserver.com . E a Pa : 4 3 A 5 y 
, operates several food pantries existing health conditions areat Fishes executive director, em- ally recognized tribes... 
RENE AEN DIRE ENER Com locally, added protections against higher risk for severe complica- phasized there is no shame in The issue had reignited a 
The routine at Loaves & Fish- the spread of COVID-19, the tions if they develop COVID-19, seeking help. If families are sick, feud between the tribes over 
es took on a few more precau- disease caused by the new coro- health officials have said. Gov. they can send a representative centuries-old land claims and 
tions Saturday morning. navirus. Roy Cooper’s administration to pick up supplies. big money. At stake is a piece 
Shelbra Booth, food pantry Volunteers are now packing discouraged gatherings of more “These are unprecedented of the $32 billion Indian gam- 
coordinator for the Hope Cov- meals themselves rather than than 100 people, including times, and it is of no fault of ing industry. 
enant location, made sure vol- have clients shop for their items. sporting events, religious serv- their own that people might find Harris said the Cherokees 
unteers wore disposable gloves Booth said the west Charlotte ices and concerts. themselves in a food-insecurity “don’t have a legal right to 
and wiped down pens between pantry location on Salem Loaves & Fishes expects to situation,” Postel said. “We are stand on.” 
uses with disinfectant. Church Road was busier than see an influx of new families geared up and ready — we are “T wish they would spend 
As closures, cancellations and normal Friday. relying on the service as wages stocked.” their energy on (saying), 
other disruptions to public life “We’re committed to serve,” and jobs are cut amid the coro- Friendship Trays, a local affil- ‘Let’s partner with the Ca- 
pile up due to COVID-19, organi- Booth said. navirus outbreak. iate of Meals on Wheels that tawbas.’ Why not work to- 
zations providing essential serv- She recalled one woman who As restaurants and retail shops delivers about 500 meals every gether to make the econom- 
ices such as food and utilities for expressed worry about lost wag- close, hourly workers may lose ics work for both?” 
low-income residents are making es, because she already used her wages. After Charlotte-Mecklen- SEE PRECAUTIONS, 4A 
POLITICAL OPPOSITION 


Harris said the Catawbas 
could break ground as early as 


BONUS CONTENT this year for the 17-acre com- 


plex described as a “destina- 


TAKING CARE DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK a aA ola 


a casino, hotel and restaurant. 
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